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Session Outcomes
Attendees will:

1. Become better acquainted with the need for 
Brazilian Portuguese speakers;

2. Consider important tips to ensure the successful 
implementation of a K-12 program; and

3. Learn how to secure an Ohio license to teach  
K-12 Portuguese.



To Begin…

...What is the  Need for Portuguese 
in Ohio and Elsewhere?



2019 Survey of Employers

Making Languages Our Business: Addressing Foreign Language Demand Among 
U.S. Employers. 2019. American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.



2019 Survey of U.S. Employers

Making Languages Our Business: Addressing Foreign Language Demand Among U.S. Employers. 
2019. American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.



Making Languages Our Business: Addressing Foreign Language Demand Among 
U.S. Employers. 2019. American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.
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American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.



Language  Magazine (2017)
“U.S. Demand for Portuguese Increasing”

Indicators:
• Universities nationwide are having difficulty keeping up with 

the increased interest in Portuguese.
• Polls show students are interested in Portuguese as a means 

to get ahead in the business world.
– The demand for business Portuguese by university 

students has more than tripled in the past ten years.
• In 2019, Brazil was the 5th fastest-growing source of foreign 

direct investment in the U.S.
• # of K-12 Portuguese immersion programs are increasing 

dramatically nationwide.



Additional Indicators

Source: https://www.selectusa.gov/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015t00000003DAA
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Ohio’s Growing Language Needs
• Arabic (1 & 2)
• Brazilian Portuguese (1)
• Chinese (1 & 2)
• Hindi (1 & 2) Factors

• Korean (1) (1) Growing business opportunities

• Nepali (2) (2) Significant immigration

• Russian (1)
• Somali (2)
• Spanish (1 & 2)
• Swahili (2)

Based on an annual analysis conducted by ODE world language consultants using data supplied 
by the Ohio Administrative Services Agency.



Ohioans Employed By 
Brazilian Companies

SOURCE: International Corporate Investment in Ohio Operations. Research Office, Ohio Development 
Services Agency. June 2020.



Ideal Program Models
• One-Way K-12 Immersion Program 

K-1:100% Immersion
2-3: 80% Portuguese - 20% English
4-5: 70% Portuguese - 30% English
6-8: 50% Portuguese - 50% English
9-12: Not < 30% Portuguese

• Traditional World Language Program
FLES → Middle School → High School 
National Examinations in World Languages (NEWL), 
developed by the American Councils for International 
Education recommended for use for post-secondary credit 
and placement in Portuguese.



Typical OH K-12 
Language Learner

(2 years)

Honors Diploma Earner (3 years)

AP / I.B. (4-5 years)

Immersion (10-12 years)

Oral Proficiency Levels in the Workplace





Adding Licensure in Portuguese
In Ohio, there are two licensure routes to obtain additional 
licensure in Portuguese:

1. Traditional Route: Work with a university that has a Portuguese 
teacher licensure program.  Complete the university’s requirements 
to obtain their recommendation for adding the additional licensure. 
The educator would need to reach out to a college/university with 
the licensure program to find out what their requirements would 
entail.

2. Supplemental Route: If an Ohio school hires the educator to teach in 
an area not on their standard teaching license, like Portuguese, then 
that educator could pursue the supplemental route to obtain the 
additional licensure.  Here is the webpage that explains the 
supplemental route to Multi-Age P-12 licensure: 
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Teaching/Licensure/Supplemental-
License/Adolescence-to-Young-Adult-or-Multi-Age-Supplement

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Teaching/Licensure/Supplemental-License/Adolescence-to-Young-Adult-or-Multi-Age-Supplement


Portuguese Proficiency Requirements
• PreK-12 world language licensure requires 

that you minimally demonstrate an 
Intermediate Mid level of proficiency on both 
the ACTFL OPI and WPT.
 Many states require Advanced Low.

• The Department’s minimum proficiency 
recommendation for immersion content  
teachers is Advanced Mid on the ACTFL 
proficiency scale.
 Schools set their own requirements in Ohio.



Questions?



For assistance in Ohio, contact:

Ryan Wertz
Lead Consultant for World Languages, 
Global Education & the Ohio Seal of Biliteracy
Tel. 614-728-4630
Ryan.Wertz@education.ohio.gov

mailto:Ryan.Wertz@education.ohio.gov


education.ohio.gov



Join the Conversation

@OHEducation
@OHEducationSupt

OHEducation

OhioEdDept

OHEducation

education.ohio.gov/text
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