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Overview

• In the next two hours we will explore together:

• Part 1: What you know and what you teach about Latin America and why.
With a reflection on Diversity, it’s importance in relation to 
Decolonial Education and pedagogy anchored in Cultural Humility

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cultural Humility as an ongoing process that requires decentering western views and approaches, and seeing things from a different perspective.

Decolonial Education – an approach to education that considers different ways of doing and learning with a critical reflection on Western methods and institutions as exclusive frameworks for education.



Overview

• Part 2:   How you learned about Latin America and how you teach.

In this section we pay particular attention to Latin American 
perspectives and ways of producing knowledge (Latin 
American Epistemologies);
And introduce the notion of Threshold Concepts, the nature 
of Hegemonic Frameworks, and the principle of Integrity of 
Learning

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Epistemology” refers not just to knowledge but the ways by which knowledge is produced. 
“Hegemony” or “Hegemonic concepts” refers to ideas that are so prevalent in society that they go completely unquestioned.  Hegemonic systems typically assert themselves as exclusive and are very intolerant of alternatives.



Overview

• Part 3: Hands on workshop that explores how we might introduce and 
engage with Latin American indigenous epistemologies in the 
classroom and why.

This is an opportunity to: 
• apply concepts and reflections presented in Parts 1 and 2, 
• explore inquiry-led approaches 
• and affirm the importance of modeling habits of mind for our

students. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Inquiry-led approaches prioritize questions and the quality of the questions we ask over conclusions.  They tap into habits of mind centered on curiosity, inquisitiveness, approaching the world with awe and wonder, thinking flexibly, fostering metacognitive skills (thinking about thinking)…



Overview

• Part 4:  Final Reflections and a return to the key question:

Why teach Latin America in K-12 classrooms and how?



Objectives
• We hope you walk away with: 

• A broader appreciation not just for the diversity of Latin America 
but for the compelling reasons behind teaching diversity.

• An understanding of key concepts and the confidence to use and 
apply them in your classrooms.

• An opportunity to practice inquiry-led approaches and model 
cultural humility as key components within a framework of 
Decolonial Education and Integrity of Learning. 



Part I: What do you know about Latin 
America?
• What do you think of when it comes to Latin America?



Part I: What do you know about Latin 
America?
• What do you think of when it comes to Latin America?

• Is this what you teach in your classrooms?



Calle 13

• Calle 13  - Latinoamérica

• What additional reflections on the diversity of Latin America does this 
prompt for you?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkFJE8ZdeG8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkFJE8ZdeG8


Why teach diversity?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Elicit audience responses.  If needed redirect to the importance of why – ie. compelling reasons, relevance, importance, curricular application.



Cultural Humility

• Learning about other cultures as ongoing process that requires 
decentering western views and approaches, and seeing things from a 
different perspective



Cultural Humility

• The difference between cultural competence & cultural humility:

• A cultural competence framework calls for expert knowledge about and 
familiarity with cultural difference

• A cultural humility perspective challenges us to learn from the people with 
whom we interact, reserve judgment, and actively bridge the cultural divide 
between our perspectives.

- Tervalon & Murray Garcia, 1998

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Melanie Tervalon and Jann Murray-Garcia, “Cultural Humility Versus Cultural Competence: A Critical Distinction in Defining Physician Training Outcomes in Multicultural Education,” Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved 9, no. 2 (May 1998): 117-125. https://doi.org/10.1353/hpu.2010.0233.
“It is dangerous to assume that we can completely understand the lived experience of our neighbor, and when we do we create spaces primed with opportunity for misunderstanding, exploitation, marginalization, and structural oppression.”  Miranda Koutahi https://forumatou.com/contributions/professor-contributions/professors-perspective-cultural-competence-vs-cultural-humility/

Oregon Center of Excellence for Assertive Community Treatment – slideshow on Cultural Humility: https://slideplayer.com/slide/10496752/






Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.transpacificproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/SouthUpMapr.jpg
Once you see something, it’s difficult to unsee it.



Yvy (The Earth) in Avañe’ẽ (Guarani), by 
Jordan Engel

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://decolonialatlas.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/watershedsmexico.jpg?w=1024



Urin Awya Yala (South America) in Runa Simi 
(Quechua) by Jordan Engel

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://decolonialatlas.wordpress.com/2014/11/11/south-america-in-quechua/
Urin Awya Yala (South America) in Runa Simi (Quechua) by Jordan Engel



Presenter
Presentation Notes
At 20,549.4 ft, The summit of Chimborazo volcano in Ecuador is the point on the Earth's surface that is farthest from the Earth's center. (Due to the equatorial bulge).





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo by Jackman Chiu on Unsplash





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The highest capital city in the world is La Paz, Bolivia



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The extraordinary Tepuis at the intersection of Venezuela, Brazil and Guyana are the oldest rock formations on Earth.  This image is of Roraima.  The Tepuis were the inspiration for Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Lost World and also the inspiration for the floating islands in the movie Avatar.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Amazon Rainforest is the largest, uninterrupted rainforest in the world, an area of unparalleled biodiversity.  One in ten known species in the world lives in the Amazon rainforest.

438,000 species of plants of economic interest have been registered in the region (incomplete list of plants)

The total number of tree species is estimated at 16,000. 



Watersheds of South America

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://decolonialatlas.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/watershedssouthamerica.jpg?w=887

The Amazon is the largest river in the world by volume and area, and the second longest river in the world. 
20 percent of all freshwater discharged into the oceans comes from the Amazon.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo by Samuel Scrimshaw on Unsplash

There are parts of the Atacama desert in northern Chile that have never recorded rainfall. It is the world’s driest desert. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo by Darren Lawrence on Unsplash



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Galapagos Islands, Las Islas Encantadas, were the basis of Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution published in The Origin of Species (1859). 

The unique flora and fauna on these islands off the coast of Ecuador are produced from the encounter of two sea currents– the El Niño warm current and the cold water current of Humboldt.







Presenter
Presentation Notes
6,000 species of butterflies in Ecuador alone. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
One acre of Amazon Rainforest is estimated to contain as many as 70,000 species of insects. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Approximately 3,600 species of spiders live in the Amazon Basin



Presenter
Presentation Notes
One in five of all the bird species in the world live in the rainforests of the Amazon. 

And one in five of the fish species of the world live in Amazonian rives and streams.








Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo by Jake weirick on Unsplash





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Anacondas are part of the Boa family.  They can grow to over 200 pounds in weight and 25 feet in length.

Unlike other snakes, Anacondas give live birth to their young. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F000UK_kUq4   Green Anaconda children’s song filled with fun-filled facts.
   



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Anacondas are the inspiration for the giant mythic amarun (amaru) in Amazonian and Andean oral traditions.  The amarun is the most powerful symbol in the Andes and Amazonia.









Presenter
Presentation Notes
Populations of African decent are part of the ethnic heritage of Latin America.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Economic and social contrasts



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pueblos jóvenes, favelas are makeshift towns that have cropped up at the margins of metropolitan centers as a consequence of massive urban migration.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Industry  -- Banana Republics



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cacao



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shrimp industry



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Flower production.  Most roses and baby’s breath we purchase in our grocery stores come from Ecuador and Colombia



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some oil rich nations like Venezuela depend on the sale of crude petroleum and petroleum products for 90% of their revenue.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
From small towns to metropolitan centers.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sao Paulo https://pixabay.com/photos/s%C3%A3o-paulo-overview-buildings-1194938/ 
Buenos Aires https://pixabay.com/photos/opera-orchestra-music-concert-594592/
Buenos Aires https://pixabay.com/photos/colon-theater-buenos-aires-culture-2389927/
Costa Rica National Stadium. By https://www.flickr.com/photos/terran21/ - https://www.flickr.com/photos/terran21/14525887697/, CC BY 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=60212009




Latin American Inventors

• Guillermo González Camarena
• Mexican electrical engineer credited 

with the invention of a color-wheel type 
of television. 

• First color TV patented in the US and 
Mexico.

• First color television broadcast in 1963
• Used in 1979 in the Voyager’s mission 

to take pictures of Jupiter

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo by Sven Scheuermeier on Unsplash
https://nsunews.nova.edu/hispanic-heritage-month-did-you-know-2/index.html




Dr. Domingo Liotta, Argentina
Artificial heart, late 1950s
First successfully transplanted 
into a human being in 1969

Luis Ernesto Miramontes 
Cárdenas, Mexico

Co-inventor of the first 
oral contraceptive pill 
in 1956

Miguel Nicolelis, Brazil
Neuroscientist
Brain-machine interfaces
2014

Luis Van Ahn, Guatemala, CAPTCHA codes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Artificial heart: https://www.texasheart.org/smithsonian-magazine-highlights-the-history-of-the-total-artificial-heart/
Alejandra Martins and Paul Rincon, “Paraplegic in Robotic Suit Kicks off World Cup,” BBC, 12 June 2014, https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-27812218.
CAPTCHA http://www.captcha.net/

 




Latin American Inventions

Indelible ink to prevent 
election fraud

Brazil, 1709

Argentina, 1891 
Dactyloscopy System 

(fingerprinting)
Ballpoint pen, Argentina

Chewing gum

Traffic lights for people who are
visually impaired, 1983

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.contxto.com/en/argentina/a-timeline-of-epic-inventions-and-innovation-from-latin-america/
Hot Air Balloon Photo by Aaron Burden on Unsplash
Chocolate Photo by Charisse Kenion on Unsplash
Magnifying glass https://pixabay.com/vectors/detective-clues-find-finger-152085/
Chewing gum https://pixabay.com/illustrations/rubber-chewing-gum-open-packaging-4185629/
Ballpoint pen https://pixabay.com/vectors/school-black-point-student-teacher-304601/



BBC Article:
Pedro Paulet, el peruano que se 
convirtió en el padre de la 
astronáutica inspirado por un 
libro de Julio Verne

Pedro Paulet
Credited as the inventor of the 

liquid-propellant rocket engine in 1895

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-38197437
Rocket image https://pixabay.com/vectors/rocket-space-ship-space-launch-312767/


https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-38197437


Latin American Nobel Laureates

Chemistry
Luis Federico Leloir – Argentina 1970
Mario José Molina-Pasquel Henríquez– Mexico 1995

Literature
Mario Vargas Llosa – Peru 2010
Octavio Paz – Mexico 1990
Gabriel García Márquez – Colombia 1982
Pablo Neruda – Chile 1971
Miguel Ángel Asturias – Guatemala 1967
Gabriela Mistral – Chile 1945 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Beakers Photo by Alex Kondratiev on Unsplash
Books Photo by Chris Lawton on Unsplash



Latin American Nobel 
Peace Prize Laureates

Rigoberta Menchú Tum
Guatemala 1992

Carlos Saavedra Lamas
Argentina 1936

Adolfo Pérez Esquivel – Argentina 1980 Alfonso García Robles – Mexico 1982

Óscar Arias Sánchez
Costa Rica 1987

Juan Manuel Santos Calderón
Colombia 2016

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Latin_American_Nobel_laureates
Lamas By Unknown - Nobel Prize site, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1813808
Esquivel By Asamblea Nacional del Ecuador - https://www.flickr.com/photos/asambleanacional/5076794488/, CC BY-SA 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=47935001
Robles By Marcel Antonisse - [1] Dutch National Archives, The Hague, Fotocollectie Algemeen Nederlands Persbureau (ANEFO), 1945-1989, CC BY-SA 3.0 nl, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=20466157
Arias By MadriCR - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=68976417
Santos By File:Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and Juan Manuel Santos.jpg: Image Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and Juan Manuel Santos(Wilson Dias/ABr)derivative work: Coronades (talk) - File:Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and Juan Manuel Santos.jpg, CC BY 3.0 br, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=20868258



Other interesting facts about Latin America
• Angel Falls in Venezuela is one of the largest 

waterfalls in the world with a height of 1 kilometer
• Colombia produces more than 90% of the world’s 

emeralds.
• Mexico is sinking by around 10 inches every year.
• Bolivia was the first country to expel McDonalds.
• Latin America is the most urbanized continent in 

the world with 80% of its citizens living in cities.
• Mambo, salsa, cha-cha-cha, rumba and tango 

dances all come from Latin America..
• The oldest university in North America is the 

National University of Mexico.
• The Amazon spans eight countries: Ecuador, Peru, 

Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, Venezuela and 
Guyana.

• Rio de Janeiro carnival is the world’s largest street 
festival.

• Darwin came up with his theory of evolution while 
visiting the Galapagos Islands.

• 20% of the world’s oxygen is created 
from the Amazon jungle.

• There are 77 uncontacted tribes living in 
the Amazon Jungle.

• There are over 20 million inhabitants in 
Sao Paulo making it one of the world’s 
largest cities.

• The highest mountain in South America 
is Argentina’s Aconcagua and stands at 
over 6,961metres high.

• The world’s most southerly city is 
located at the tip of Argentina and is 
called Ushuaia. It has around 55,000 
inhabitants.

• Costa Rica has been ranked as the 
happiest country in the world.

• Asia is Latin America’s second largest 
trading partner after the United States.

• Ecuador was the first country in the 
world to give nature constitutional 
rights and can be defended in court.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.selectlatinamerica.co.uk/blog/50-random-interesting-facts-latin-america-probably-didnt-know/



Impressions of Latin American diversity

• What impressed you? 
• What surprised you? 
• What was familiar to you?
• How might you integrate this information to your teaching?



• How might we formulate a statement about the relevance of 
teaching about Latin America in the classroom and the 
importance of emphasizing Latin American diversity?





Part 2: How we teach about Latin America

• The previous section addressed what you know or have 
learned about Latin America.

• In this section we ask you to reflect on how you were taught 
about Latin America.

• And how you approach teaching about Latin America



• How do you teach about Latin America?

• What methods, contexts, classes, languages, timeframes, 
time limitations, frameworks do you use?



• Our commitment at CLAS is to go beyond simply teaching 
about Latin America and instead to focus on engaging with 
Latin American epistemologies.  



• With this shift we begin to acknowledge not just difference 
and diversity, but different ways of communicating cultural 
messages, histories, realities.



• IB/AP:     Ways of looking at the world
• N – Identifying Cultural perspectives
• I – Comparing cultural perspectives
• A – Avoiding  judgements



Threshold Concepts

• Threshold Concepts define ideas or skills that students need to 
get to the next level of understanding and critical engagement.  

• Once we encounter or experience these concepts, they are 
difficult to un-see.

• Examples: Diversity, Alternative literacies and historiographies, 
Nonhierarchical histories, Decentering Western epistemologies 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Threshold concepts are conceptual gateways that students must pass through in order for learning to progress, but which are often navigated with considerable difficulty… Most students cannot easily accommodate them within their existing frame of meaning. Rather, students must reformulate their meaning frame in order to integrate the new concept.”
John Van Maaren, “Transformative Concepts and Troublesome Knowledge: Toward a Threshold Concept Framework for Biblical Studies,” The Wabash Center Journal on Teaching 1, no 1 (January 2020): 61-78. https://doi.org/10.31046/wabashjournal.v1i1.1526.
 
“A threshold concept can be considered as akin to a portal, opening up a new and previously inaccessible way of thinking about something. It represents a transformed way of understanding, or interpreting, or viewing something without which the learner cannot progress” 
“Such a transformed view or landscape may represent how people ‘think’ in a particular discipline, or how they perceive, apprehend, or experience particular phenomena within that discipline (or more generally).”
Jan Meyer and Ray Land, “Threshold Concepts and Troublesome Knowledge: Linkages to Ways of Thinking and Practising within the Disciplines,” in Improving Student Learning: Theory and Practice Ten Years On, ed. C. Rust (Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2003), 412-424.




• Threshold concepts might prompt questions about: 
• Knowledge and the ways knowledge is produced.
• What gains entry into our libraries, books, databases as 

knowledge? 
• What gets left out?  Why?  And most importantly, How? 
• Whose stories do we not hear and why? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Issues of Hegemony and Archival Power; Institutional gatekeepers; formulas of omission, erasure, banalization. Intolerance of alternative views and approaches.



Integrity of Learning

• Integrity of Learning refers to striving toward being as 
inclusive as we can be to the best of our ability.  

• Acknowledging that knowledge is not value neutral. 
• Being aware that omissions are not accidental oversights.
• Assuming a more activist positioning and doing our best to 

redress that.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rodney Nillsen, “The Concept of Integrity in Teaching and Learning,” Journal of University Teaching & Learning Practice 2, no. 3 (20005): 85-93, https://ro.uow.edu.au/jutlp/vol2/iss3/.



• But how?



Part 3: Introducing the Andean and Amazonian 
Indigenous Art and Cultural Artifact Collection 

• Pair and share

• Take a minute to explore the items in the collection.
• What do you make of these artifacts?
• How might you use them in the classroom?



Part 3: How the calabacita tallada transformed our 
teaching and learning about Latin America

As cultural artifacts stand as texts in their 
own right, with distinct literary and historical 
narrative forms, they provide a glimpse into 
the multidimensional sites of indigenous 
knowledges and knowledge production.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Andean and Amazonian Material Culture and Performance Traditions as Sites of Indigenous Knowledges and Memory” in TRANSMODERNITY: Journal of Peripheral Cultural Production of the Luso-Hispanic World Special Issue: Indigenous Knowledges and Sites of Indigenous Memory. Guest editor Arturo Arias, Spring 2017 (7:1) https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5223g28c

Read passage to immerse audience in this world and mindframe.



”We obviously cannot abandon our 
scholarly endeavor within Western 
institutions altogether, but if we are to 
truly engage with indigenous sites of 
memory, knowledge and meaning 
making, we must go beyond our 
established methods and  ‘try harder’ to 
‘see through indigenous eyes and 
sensibilities.’”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read passage to immerse audience in unique conceptualizations of space and time, object ontologies.



Rather than continuing to theorize and represent  other cultures 
from our own intellectual standpoint, we might consider taking 
our cues from cultural agents themselves.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have audience react to and unpack the previous readings.





What we glimpse through dedicated engagement with indigenous 
knowledges and forms of expression is more than additional insight 
about indigenous cultures.  

It is an entry point for  comprehending fresh, original, radical 
conceptualizations and creative alternatives that can contribute to our 
Western thinking, but that more importantly prompt us to reflect on our 
own cultural constructs.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hope audience recognizes previously discussed concepts of cultural humility, threshold concepts, integrity of learning.



What would our libraries look like if they included Andean calabacitas
talladas as texts in their own right alongside book holdings?  

How would our knowledge banks change?

In what myriad ways would our classroom pedagogies be challenged?

What new methods of inquiry would we need to become proficient at?

More specifically, how might our teaching and learning in relation to 
Latin American peoples and cultures change were we to include these 
marginalized forms of expression and documentation? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
N – indexical representation, vocabulary
I – concepts + topics of global trade, consumerism; commodification of culture and cultural reification; colonialism and indigenous resistance; indigenous cosmovision;
A – challenges to notions of subjectivity, personhood and agency that derive from object-centered ontologies



Oral traditions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
riddlesinspanishandquechuabyluismorato 
https://soundcloud.com/osulexhibits/riddles-in-spanish-quechua?in=osulexhibits/sets/andean-and-amazonia-culture

elnakaqpishtakookharisiridelosandesbykatemartinez 
https://soundcloud.com/osulexhibits/el-nakaq-pishtako-o-kharisiri-de-los-andes?in=osulexhibits/sets/andean-and-amazonia-culture 




El chamán tocó el 
tambor.
Dabo se llevó la flauta 
a los labios y se acercó
donde su abuelo. 
Los demas se les 
unieron.

tun-ka-ta-tun, tun-ka-
ta-tun,
tun-ka-ta-tun, -tun-
ka-ta-tun, tun-ka-ta-
tun, -tun-tun-tun-tun. 

Fui, fui, fuiiii, fui, 
sonó la flauta de Dabo
Otros kauodi llegaron con cara de susto.
¡Mejor nos vamos de aquí!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Elements of oral storytelling: 
Ideophones,  Mythic and historical time,  Transmogrification (shape shifting)
Defy fixity, Multivocal, Intertextual

Listening to indigenous languages





“Slice of Life” Tigua Paintings

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“slice of life” paintings
Simultaneous activity;  Bridge mythic and historical time;  3 distinct layers – importance of spatial positioning –Rolena Adorno.
Ethnographic (power of observation, attention to detail)



It is by way of enthralled participation, 
that Andean people learn and become 
socialized

Presenter
Presentation Notes


largestorygourd 
https://sketchfab.com/models/917a90078143409aa91f988be9b8d665 

coatimundiceramic 
https://sketchfab.com/models/f8067704dd6b444d8595a1387bebb891 



• Nonlinear narrative
• Story with no beginning and no end that can be “read” in any 

direction
• Depicts local realities
• Presents simultaneous activity
• Includes three distinct layers
• Is tactile and sonorous
• Features miniaturization

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unpack each of these with audience in comparison/contrast to Western practices.
On miniaturization – enthralled participation, observation.  Forces concentrated observation.  
Relationship between the microcosm and the macrocosm.  Agency.

Introduction of other senses to appreciate and interpret our world.



Textiles, Weavings and Knotted Cords

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reiterating patterns at all scales (like a hologram) – “pathways of knowledge”
Patterns repeated in ceramics, dance, musical compositions, Quechua poetic structures (chiastic or mirror image patters AB C BA that flips at the mid point)

Khipus – knotted cords, coded narratives



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gendered pairs – zampoñas but also landscape and everything else in the Andean universe
Complementary opposites
Dialogue – playing in hocket ; Reciprocity 
Broad Tuning
Participatory music making – as model for inclusivity, participation, pedagogy
Interspecies communication (secret knowledge about the mutual nurturing relationship between people and nature)
Affective connections, experiential learning, activities-based participatory learning

osuandeanmusicensemble 
https://soundcloud.com/andeanensemble ��



Habits of Mind  by Arthur L. Costa and Bena Kallick—
Developmental Series published by Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development

1.Persisting—sticking to it, seeing things through to completion, remaining focused – skills 
necessary for projects.

2.Managing impulsivity—deliberate, thoughtful action
3.Listening with understanding and empathy—interviewing techniques  
4.Thinking flexibly—different perspectives, willingness to consider options and change you 

mind
5.Metacognition—thinking about thinking.  Being reflexive—how your words, thoughts affect 

others. Critical analytical, reflexive analysis
6.Striving for accuracy—scientific rigor
7.Questioning and posing problems—develop a questioning attitude. Testing hypotheses.  

Understanding various sides of an issue thoroughly
8.Applying past knowledge/personal experience to new situations—empathy, participant 

observation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If we did a pop quiz at this moment, it would not be about what facts did you retain, but about what you found exciting, moving?
What questions did it prompt?  Did you feel a sense of awe and wonderment?
What epiphanies or insights did you gain?

Modeling inquiry-led approaches.  Modeling not knowing.  
Communicating that there are better and worse questions and that the quality of our questions determines the quality of analysis, the soundness of our conclusions and the limits of understanding.



9.Thinking and communicating with clarity and precision—finding the right 
words, avoiding overgeneralizations, distortions, deletions—analysis + oral and 
written representation

10.Gathering data through all senses—being aware of environment – aesthetics, 
values, 

11.Creating, imagining, innovating.  Try different ways of doing things, strive for 
originality—project development, analysis, ethnographic reporting

12.Responding with wonderment and awe—let yourself be intrigued, moved by 
the world

13.Taking responsible risks—push the limits of your competence—participant 
observation in other cultures and even one's own.

14.Finding humor—Laugh at yourself when you can
15.Thinking interdependently—work with and learn from others, including others 

who think very differently.  Inter disciplinary + non disciplinary collaborations  
16.Remaining open to continuous learning—able to admit you don't know. Resist 

complacency.  



Pair and share

• What do you think about these cultural artifacts after learning a little 
bit about them and interacting with them?

• Let’s revisit the ways you might integrate some of the methods and 
meaning making practices they offer. 



Part 4:  Final Reflections

• Rethinking the relevance and importance of teaching Latin America in 
K-12 classrooms.

• Why teach Latin America, what and how?
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